A Note From Chaz

As we look back over the
summer and fall we have seen
some things that have caused
concerns about the future of our
church. As usual, there are
many rumors and speculations
going around, and not only about
our church. The summer saw a
lot of challenges, changes, and
new ideas. It started with
Revloc reaching a point in their
finances that they had to make
some difficult decisions, and
start seriously talking about
efforts to rebuild their mission
and presence in their
community. This came about at
the same time that Muff Kinkaid
retired from the Patton and
Cresson churches, leaving them
without a pastor. While Colver
was hard at work with an
awesome Vacation Bible School
program, our Presbytery
Executive was looking at the
challenges that the five churches
of Northern Cambria county
were facing, and decided to call
a few of us together to talk about
where we are, where we are
going, and how we might be
able to work together to face
these challenges.
Representatives from Colver,
Revloc, Ebensburg, Patton, and
Cresson got together over the
summer and into the fall to
explore ways in which we might
work together. It has become
clear that each church is open to
developing a greater rapport and
relationship between the five
churches. There are no serious
plans being made at this time,

Colver & Revloc Presbyterian Churches

just a desire to begin a closer
ministerial relationship.

Closer to home, we began several
initiatives aimed at helping both our
churches reach out to the younger
people and families that we need to
bring into our faith communities.
They are the future not only of our
churches, but the greater Church of
Christ as well, and we need to be
bringing the gospel to them in a way
that reaches them in their lives. I
started with putting together a
Family Spirituality Workshop in
Colver designed to offer families
ideas on how to bring Christ into
their homes, which is where faith
begins. It is important for people to
see their church as a place where
they can find support in all areas of
their lives. For whatever reasons,
this first attempt was not well
attended, but I will definitely make
another attempt in the near future. In
Revloc, we held a four-day revival
which was aimed at helping people
remember the need to reconnect with
God and the foundations of our
spiritual walk.

As the fall progressed, both
churches began monthly
Contemporary worship services held
during the regular worship time on
the last Sunday of each month in
Colver, and the second Sunday in
Revloc. We introduced these
services based on the success many
other Presbyterian churches have had
with similar services. It is a fact that
the churches around our nation
which have introduced similar types
of worship services have seen the
greatest rises in church attendance.
Now we are by no means going to

get rid of our traditional
services, we simply need to
offer a worship experience that
is more in pace with the lives
of the next generations. I wish
to encourage all of you to
support us in this effort by
talking about them around the
community and inviting
people to come.

Another idea that Colver
has been working on is to get
the children and youth of the
church more active in its
worship life. To this end, we
have been purposefully having
regular children led services,
regular worship services in
which the children not only
sing or offer some type of
program, but also help lead the
service and serve as ushers. It
is important for our children to
feel a real connection to the
worship life of their church
and see themselves as
important to the congregation.

As you can see, it has been
a busy time and as a result of
the challenges we face, we are
facing some exciting new
opportunities. I know that this
is a lot of things happening,
and many of you may have
questions. Please feel
welcomed and invited to
contact me with your
questions and I will be happy
to discuss any of this with you
in further detail.

May God’s blessings be on
you and our church.
Chaz



The Women’s Association has
been very busy since resuming our
meetings this fall. Both Circles
meet the first Wednesday of each
month. Circle I meets at 10:00 a.m.
and Circle IT meets at 7:00 p.m.
All of the ladies of our church as
well as the Holy Family Church
and the Orthodox Church are
invited to attend these meeting.

In October we served two
funeral dinners for members of our
church, Eleanor Cameron and
Chad Devinney. Our sympathy
goes out to their families.

Presbyterian Women’s Report

We collected baby layette items for
Birthright of Johnstown, had a very
successful Bazaar in October and a
bake sale on Election Day. We
collected household cleaning items for
Church World Service. These cleaning
buckets are sent to areas where there
has been a natural disaster and the
members also donated money to the
WIC children’s winter coat project in
the Johnstown area. Our pie social was
held November 13. We thank all of
you that donated items and food for
these mission projects and fund raisers.

On November 21 installation of the

Shirley & Marcy
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about her kindergarten son
walking to school He
didn’t want his mother to
walk with him. She wanted
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exercise as well, so she
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Timmy as he walked t
school with another

The next school day, the
neighbor and her little girl
set out following behind

neighbor gitl he knew. She
I did this for the whole week.

2011 Women’s Association
officers and the Thank Offering
service was held during the
morning worship.

On December 12 the annual
Christmas Candle Lighting
Service will be held at 5:00 p.m.
in our church. Refreshments
will follow in the social room.
Everyone is invited to attend
this program.

Our Association members
wish all of you a Merry
Christmas.

Timmy nonchalantly
replied, “Yeah, I know who
she is.” The little girl said,
“Well, who is she?”

“That’s just Shirley
Goodnest,” Timmy replied,
“and her daughter Marcy.”

“Shirley Goodnest? Who
the heck is she and why is

So she had an idea of
how to handle it. She asked
a neighbor if she would
please follow him to school
in the mornings, staying at a
distance, so he probably
wouldn’t notice her. She
said that since she was up
early with her toddler
anyway, it would be a good
way for them to get some

As the two walked and
chatted, kicking stones and
twigs, Timmy’s little friend
noticed the same lady was
following them as she
seemed to do every day all
week. Finally she said to
Timmy, “Have you noticed
that lady following us to
school all week? Do you
know herr”

she following us?”

“Well,” Timmy explained,
“ Every night my Mom
makes me say the 23rd
Psalm, it says, ‘Shitley
Goodnest and Marcy shall
follow me all the days of
my life,” so I guess I’ll just
have to get used to it!”

Author Unknown
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Bible Facts: How many chapters are there in?
ACTS Mark Numbers

) ) Answers are in your
The Revelations Proverbs Jeremiah Bible

Joseph’s Journey...
From Prison to Palace

Vacation Bible School this year was a week-long look at the life and
struggles of Joseph. We had 25-30 children there in a given night. Each
night we dressed up in our Egyptian clothes, learned about Egyptian
customs and life, played games, sang songs, and danced and met with
Joseph and ate. We even had a visit from Cleopatra (an Egyptian snake).

We thank all of those who helped out and the parents who let us spend
some time with their children. We had a ton of fun and are looking
forward to the next VBS.

Kids Kafeé

The Kids Café began in July and we’ve had a great time with the children. We have tried to extend the
fun from VBS to the Kids Kafé. All children in Colver are welcome to join us once a month for Dinner,
Story Time, games, crafts, music and more. In October, we enjoyed making paper plate spiders, spider
candles, and Jesus Jack o’lanterns. We had the spiders dancing to our favorite Egyptian Bible School
songs. W are having a great time with the Kids!

This also gives parents a little break each month to relax, run errands, whatever they would like. Kids
Kafé runs from :00 —8:00 pm. If you have a child that would like to come or know of a parent that may

need a break for 2 houts, have them call 748-7773 for more information.

Contemporary Services—Children’s Services

This fall we are trying some more involved in worship by choruses that are sung

new things to provide a variety ~ having them taking an active during the contemporary

of worship experiences for our
congregation and visitors. The
last Sunday of the month is our
contemporary service. We in-
corporate more music into our
services with a blend of old
favorite hymns and contempo-
rary praise choruses. We are
also looking to get our youth

part in the service such as read-
ing scripture, acting as ushers,
lighting the candles, and other
activities. We recognize that
they are the future of not just
our church but the future in the
family of God. We want them
to feel like they are a part of
this family. Many of the praise

service are songs that our
young children recognize
and sing out strong.
We’ve also added some
technology usage into
our service with Power-
Point that allows us all to
follow along.




Financial Status—Colver

JUNE JULY AUGUST  JAN THRU AUG

INCOME $5,277.57 $6,673.24  $2,707.00 $66,660.17

EXPENSES $3,629.31 $4.923, $3,392.06 $37,039.75
DIFFERENCE  $1,648.26 $1,749.27 $ (684.06) $6,620.42
SEPTEMBER OCTOBER JAN THRU AUG
INCOME $5,277.57 $6,673.24 $66,660.17
EXPENSES $3,629.31 $4.923, $37,039.75
DIFFERENCE $1,648.26 $1,749.27 $6,620.42

History of “The 12 Days of Christmas”

—The Lor brh,; 0 : . .
hi§ Sofig wasct hel =
and keep you, the L i§ $ofig waLcteated to help secretly 7 swans a swimming = 7 gifts of the

make His face to sh _
upon you and be was against the law.
gracious unto you; t

teach Catholics about their faith when it~ Holy Spirit (7 sacraments)

8 maids a milking = 8 Beatitudes
“True love” - means God

Lord lift His 9 ladies dancing = 9 Fruits of the Holy

countenance upon Y8, “me” is every baptized person Spirit

and give you peace . . )

May Shirley Goodn Partridge in a pear tree = Jesus Christ 10 lords a-leaping = 10

and Marcy be with the son of God commandments

today and alwaf/s.ll ) o )
2 Turtle doves = Old a& New 11 pipers piping = 11 faithful apostles
Testament

12 drummers drumming = 12 points
3 French hens = faith, hope, and charity  of doctrine in the Apostle’s Creed

4 Calling birds = 4 gospels and/or the
tour Evangelists

5 Golden Rings = First 5 books of the
Old testament

6 Geese a—laying =06 days of creation Found at http://members.tripod.com
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December Music and Drama Events

ltds that time of year when we seem to have more
them. We feel the stress of needing to get our holiday celebrations in order,

whet her itédés festivities to plan at home or the
our church life. Most of the activities we present in church remind us that we
really shoul dndét be so involved in the O6busyness

the spiritual aspect of it all, when in truth, some of the church activities are the
reason we are so busy. | for one get much more satisfaction out of the religious
preparations than the shopping, wrapping, lighting and baking.

This year the women of the church will again sponsor their annual Christmas
Program on Sunday, December 12 at 5:00 in the afternoon.

The time has been changed in hopes that more people will be able to come out to

share in this tradition. The choir has been practicing for weeks to present the

Christmas Story with new music and I dm sure the
goodies to serve after the program. Please support them all by showing up with a

friend or two to enjoy the program and the fellowship.

The children have also been busy practicing for their program which will be held

during the Sunday morning service on December 19 ™. They get quite excited at
the prospect of wearing costumes and giving their version of the Christmas story.
Remember, although we have heard the story over and over for many years it is

still very fresh and new to ones so young. | love that they are awed by the events

of so long ago and eager to participate in the retelling each year.

The annual Advent Fellowship Covered Dish Dinner sponsored by the Christian

Education Committee will be held Sunday December 5 " at 5:00 pm. Here again we
will be having a program that involves a skit, some music and a surprise or two.

Hope to see you there!

Thereds a song in the air!

Merry Christmas, KD



Colver Restroom Renovation Complete

This summer the Women’s Association gained approval from session to renovate the restroom which
led to the current changes. Upon completion of the project, the men’s restroom is the newly remodeled
women’s restroom. With new walls, ceiling, floor, lighting, sink and vanity, there’s will be a new place to
change diapers, clothes and bride’s to prepare for the walk down the aisle.

The current women’s restroom is now the men’s restroom, and future plans include a renovation for it as

well.

We all appreciate the work that Ken Taylor and Bob Wallace are putting into the renovations and the help

of Steven’s Carpet for their assistance with the floor.
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s$tanding in the cold for our neighbors
2 KI &S L
the Northern Cambria area Salvation outside of the Ebensburg Wal*Mart

e t&@s? I§art1c1pated on December 6 assist our neighbors in need.
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» Upcoming Birthdays
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A 83 Gakatrdn D&iBney 23 Richard Blough, Sr.
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25 Kevin Stoyka
25 Diana Crawford
26 Jordan Crawford

b 2Both Revloc and Colver churches in the evening, while Revloc rang bells
€brivd #1&WPeathér Each year to assist in on December 1. The money collected

2 A#m#3 Kdttle Campaign. stays in the Northern Cambria area to

TNASYR&A® 27 Joey Nedrow 28 Ray Hill, Jr
28  Tom Gonos 28 Amber Charles Happy Birthday
bLx {ud 29 Mnfartin Davis 30 Palin Hurst to all!
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REVLOC NEWS

We are appreciative of the support and responses we received over the summer. We gratefully
received several generous donations that have helped a great deal with our finances. However, we
still need your help in exploring how to reach more people in our community for Christ.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Christmas fellowship Covered-dish dinner: Saturday, December 11 @ 5:30 pm
(““The Masters” will be blessing our fellowship with their wonderful music.)

Starting on December 12, and continuing the second Sunday of each month, we will be offering
breakfast for everyone prior to our Contemporary Service. Breakfast will be served at 8:00 am
with worship beginning at 9:15 am. Join us - and bring a friend.

Christmas Eve Service: 6:00 pm

Annual Congregational Meeting: Saturday, January 29th

Christian Education Christmas Project

Each Christmas we collect items for special projects/agencies that benefit local people. This year we ate collecting
items to help our military veterans that live in the Hollidaysburg VA Home. If you would like to join us and
donate items, there is a collection box in the sanctuary of the church and two downstairs. During the week of
December 12, someone will deliver the items to the VA home. If you would still like to donate, call 814-748-7773,
and we’ll make arrangements to pick it up.

VA Home Wish List:
Slippers Phone Cards Postage stamps Wallets

Sweats (Large, X-Large, XX-Large, XXX-Large, XXXX-Large, XXXXX-Large)
Key Chains Ladies Sweats (Med., Large, X-Large, XX-Large)

Watches Tube Socks (One size fits all)

Men’s Underwear Briefs & Boxers (XXXXX)

Disposable Cameras Batteries (AA, AAA, C, D, & 9-volt)

Magnifying Glasses Fishing Equipment

Eager to trim out Christmas tree with my grandson, I pointed to a bare corner of the living room and told him
that was where we’d put it. Looking confused, he asked me, “Then where will I have my time-outs?”
-AUTHOR UNKNOWN




UPCOMING Events

December January
11—Christmas Advent Fellowship dinner (RevBC&@waf)Crafters (BO0)

12—Breakfast (Revloc 8:00 am) 17-Colver Crafters (B0D)

15Session meeting (Colver 7:00) 19Session Meeting (Colver 7:00)

17—Kids Kafé (Colver-8:00) 22-Congregational Dinner & Meeting (Colver 5:0
19—Sunday School Program (Colver 11:00) 28—Kids Kafé (Colver-8;00)

20—Colver Crafters (B0D) 29-District IV Training (Westmont-2200%

24- Communion Service (Revloc 6:00&30blve29—Congregational Meeting (Revloc)



